
Whitley Lodge First School: Progression Skills in Music 

 Singing Playing Improvisation/Composition Listen and Appraise 

EYFS - I can sing an entire song e.g. songs 

could be nursery rhymes, pop songs, songs from 
TV programmes, songs from home. 

-I can sing a few familiar songs. 
-I sing to myself and I make up 

simple songs.   
-I can create sounds in vocal sound 
games. e.g. animal noises. 

-I am beginning to build a 
repertoire of songs.    
-I sing songs and experiment with 
ways of changing them.     
-I can use my voice in different 
ways e.g. speak, sing, chant  
-I can perform with awareness of 
others in a group and/or 
individually. 
 
 

-I can explore and learn about how 
sounds can be changed.  
-I can tap out simple repeated 
rhythms.    
-I can play an instrument with control 
e.g. loud/quiet (dynamics) & fast/slow 
(tempo). 
-I can explore the different sounds of 
instruments.   
-I can keep a steady beat. 
-I can tap rhythms to accompany 
words e.g. tapping the syllables of names/objects/ 

animals/lyrics of a song. 

-I can repeat short rhythmic & melodic 
patterns. 
 

-I imitate movements in response to 
music.     
-I capture experiences and responses 
with music. 
-I can add sound effects to stories using 
instruments. 
-I make up rhythms.   
-I can lead other children in their music 
making i.e. by being a conductor. 
 -I can create music based on a theme 
e.g. creates the sounds of the seaside. 
-I can create rhythms using instruments 
and body percussion. 
-I represent my own ideas, thoughts 

and feelings through music.      
-I make music, and experiment with 
ways of changing it.     
-I can create & choose sounds in 
response to given starting points. 
-I talk about the ideas and processes 
which led me to make music. 

-I can match music to 
pictures/visual resources. 
I can describe the sound of 
instruments. 
-I can create visual 
representation of sounds, 
instruments & pieces of music. 
-I can distinguish & describe 
changes in music e.g. “this music 

started fast and then became slow.” 

-I can compares pieces of music.  
-I can tell you if I like a piece of  
music or not & say why. 
-I can talk about features of my 
own & others’ work, recognising 
the differences between them & 
the strength of others.  
-I can respond to different 
moods in music & recognise 
well-defined changes in sounds. 
–I can identify simple repeated 
patterns & take account of 
musical instructions. 

Key 
vocabulary: 

song, sing, rhyme, poem, speak, 
loud, soft, chant, whisper, repeat 

pulse, beat, steady beat, tap, shake, 
scrape, rhythm, pattern, loud/quiet, 
fast/slow  & Names of percussion 
instruments 

 

copy, clap, stamp, click, hum,  flick, 
pattern, repeat, stop, start 

fast, slow, loud, soft, quiet, 
happy, sad, bouncy, scary etc 
same, different   
 

Year 1 -I can take turns in call and 
response songs. 
-I can follow signals telling me 
when and how to sing. 
-I can use my voice to copy changes 
in pitch, duration and dynamics. 

-I can name percussion instruments 
and explore different ways to play 
them. 
-I can think of symbols to record 
musical patterns. 
I can copy a pattern of long and short 
sounds. 

-I can make up a sequence of long and 
short sounds. 
-I can choose sounds to represent 
different things eg ideas, moods, 
feelings. 
-I can make sounds that are very 
different: long, short, high, low,  
 
 

-I can recognise parts of a piece 
of music, that are the same, and 
those that are different. 
-I can recognise different moods 
in music. 
-I can recognise fast and slow 
tempos, and high/low pitch. 



Key 
vocabulary: 

 fast, slow, loud soft, tune, part, 
high, low, call, response 

tap, scrape, shake, same, different,  
long, short, high, low, loud, soft, stop, 
start, duration, pitch 

long, short, fast, slow, sad, happy same, similar, different, tempo, 
fast, slow, pitch, high, low, 
mood 

Year 2 -I can sing in a 2-part round. 
- I can sing a range of simple songs, 
following the tune well. 
I can keep in time with a group. 
 

- I can follow instructions on how and 
when to play a percussion instrument. 
- I can make up my own simple 
notation. 
- I can play as part of a group. 

-I can choose and order sounds to 
create an effect. 
- I can create short musical patterns 
using my voice, body percussion or 
instruments. 
-I can record my ideas using informal or 
formal notation. 
 

-I can discuss a piece of music 
using some musical vocabulary 
eg  pulse, tempo, pitch. 
-I can listen carefully to music 
and recognise the build up of 
layers, eg different instruments 
- I can tell you if I like a piece of 
music or not and give a reason. 
 

Key 
vocabulary: 

round, part, tempo, melody, 
ensemble 

signs, notation, conductor, tempo, 
beat, dynamics, pitch, pulse, rhythm 

structure, beginning , end, repeating 
pattern, sound, silence, notation 

pulse, texture, rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, duration, 

timbre 

Year 3 -I can sing some songs from 
memory, remembering the tune 
and keeping in time. 
-I can sing a song in two parts. 
-I can being to think abut the 
meaning of song lyrics and how to 
reflect this when singing. 

- I can play some notes on a tuned 
instrument using the correct 
technique. 
- I can follow simple notation to play 
an instrument. 
-I can follow a leader/conductor and 
vary the dynamics of my playing. 

- I can compose a simple tune using 2 or 
3 notes and record this so that 
someone else can play it. 
-I can choose lots of different sounds to 
create effects, including the use of ICT. 
-I can improvise repeated patterns 
using a range of sounds. 
-I know how many beats in a crotchet, 
minim and semibreve and recognise 
their symbols. 

-I can identify basic musical style 
in music eg reggae, rock, 
classical. 
-I can identify and name 
common instruments when 
listening to music. 
-I can suggest ways to improve a 
performance using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Key 
vocabulary 

 

melody, tempo, part, lyrics, 
expression 
 

conductor, notation, recorder, 
glockenspiel, chime bars, beaters 

musical score, loud, soft, rest 

compose, improvise, ostinato, 
ostinato, rhythm, pattern, structure, 
notation crotchet, minim, semibreve 

names of instruments, reggae, 
rock, classical, folk, genre, 

mood, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
structure, timbre 

Year 4 -I can sing with expression and 
some sense of phrasing. 
- I know that an ostinato is a 
repeated musical phrase. 
-I can evaluate my own singing and 
make some improvements. 

 

-I can play an instrument with some 
control and an awareness of others. 
- I can recognise some formal 
notation, eg rests, musical stave, 
notes. 

- I can compose and perform a simple 
melody using 3 or 4 notes. 
-I can choose, organise, control and 
change sounds  to create a  particular 
effect. 
- I can recognise and use some formal 
notation, including semibreves, minims, 
crotchets and rests. 

-I can identify and name some 
orchestral “families” eg strings, 
percussion, woodwind. 
-I can talk about the different 
purposes of music in other 
countries/cultures 
-I can use musical vocabulary to 
evaluate a piece of music. 



Key 
vocabulary: 

expression, phrasing, ostinato, 
perform, evaluate 

musical stave, notes, rests, bars, 
pitch, duration, dynamics,  tempo 

 structure, timbre, texture 
melody, duration, minim, crotchet, 
semibreve, rest, silence 

Orchestra, strings, woodwind 
brass, percussion, pulse, 
rhythm, timbre, texture, 
structure social, political, 
religious, entertainment 

 


